The ICFDA '18 is a specialized conference on fractional-order calculus and its applications, an event of the biannual series of international conference ICFDA, http://conferences.ju.edu.jo/en/icfda2018/Lists/ PastConferences/PCList.aspx. This conference is organized under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya bint El Hassan, President of the El Hassan Science City and Royal Scientific Society, and sponsored by The University of Jordan and Scientific Research Support Fund, Jordan.
Proportional-integral-derivative (PID) controllers are surely the most adopted controllers in industry because of the cost/benefit ratio they offer. In this context, fractional calculus (differentiation or integration of noninteger orders) provides a natural tool to generalize the integral and derivative actions leading to the fractional-order proportional-integral-derivative (FOPID) controllers. In the past years, the design of FOPID controllers has been the subject of many investigations because of the additional flexibility they are able to provide with respect to standard (integer-order) PID controllers. It is nowadays recognized that FOPID controllers can outperform standard PID controllers, both in terms of robustness and performance. However, they do not yet enjoy a standard well-established alternative to integer-order PID controllers, with systematic applications in industry. The aim of this invited session is to fuel the research in fractional order PID control, and more broadly, in fractional order industrial control. We wish to promote the culture of fractional order control as an effective and intriguing alternative to classical control, and ultimately, foster its widespread diffusion among the academia and the industry.
This session includes (but is not not limited to) the following topics: 1. tuning and autotuning methodologies; 2. innovative control architectures that use FOPID controllers as sub-blocks; 3. performance assessment; 4. comparison with other control techniques; 5. multi-input-multi-output FOPID control; 6. cascaded control systems; 7. complex-order FOPID control; 8. applications; etc.
The participants should submit title, authors, and a short abstract of the proposed research as soon as possible, to: fabrizio.padula@curtin.edu.au (deadline was moved to Dec. 2017), so that the paper can be included in the review process as an invited session paper.
Organizers 
In Memory of the Late Rudolf Gorenflo
With great sorrow and sadness we have to report that one of the founding editors of the FCAA journal, our colleague and friend Rudolf Gorenflo, Professor Emeritus for Numerical Analysis at the Free University of Berlin, passed away on October 20, 2017, aged 87. With him, the FC community lost a brilliant mathematician, an excellent teacher, an enthusiastic supporter of young researchers, an active collaborator, and finally a very nice person and a good friend for many of us.
Immediately after this sad news was made public by his family, the members of the FCAA editorial board started to express their condolences to his family and to each other. Some of them were very short and others contained personal stories, but all were impulsive and showed a deep and truly consternation of the FC community regarding this hard loss. Let us reproduce here some pieces of these condolences to emphasize the role the late Rudolf Gorenflo played for the FC community, his impact on both the leading experts and young researches, and the deep of our sorrow and sadness that he is not with us anymore. "We lost one of the founding editors of the FCAA journal, who was deep engaged with its development and helped not only as well-known promoter and experienced reviewer, but also as a wise advisor in many delicate cases and supporter of young researchers." Virginia Kiryakova (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Bulgaria) "This is very sad news indeed. Rudolf Gorenflo was not only a brilliant researcher but he also contributed to the progress in our area by providing extremely valuable support to many young colleagues coming into the field." Kai Diethelm (Technical University Braunschweig, Germany) "Rudolf Gorenflo was for me a teacher, a facilitator, and a good friend for a quarter of century. Losing him hurts me. We with my wife Julia visited him in a hospital after his last operation few days before he passed away. He could communicate with us, laughed, and even made some jokes in his unique manner. This remembrance of Rudolf will stay in our memory forever." Yuri Luchko (Technical University of Applied Sciences Berlin, Germany) "I have been knowing Professor Gorenflo since the mid 1970ties when I attend his lectures on numerical analysis, and then incorrectly posed problems. As a tutor, I served him in his class on probability theory. He was at that time one of the few professors of some international standing at the Department of Mathematics at the Freie Universiät Berlin and at the same time one of the supportive members of staff for students, popular and at the same time highly respected by all. His death is a great loss not only for our community; however, it would appropriate us making an effort to commemorate his legacy as mentor and teacher, researcher and scholar, and colleague and friend." Niels Jacob (Swansea University, UK)
"Rudolf came to two research meetings in Chester. Both times I was impressed by his enthusiasm to engage with all the students who were presenting their work alongside the established researchers. His encouragement of the work of many researchers will be long remembered." Neville Ford (University of Chester, UK) "Professor Rudolf Gorenflo was a unique and brilliant researcher in our field. During the ICPAM12 conference, he told me that his wish would be to die while presenting a lecture about fractional calculus. I was and am very much impressed about these deep words."
Dumitru Baleanu (Cankaya University, Turkey) [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] he was postgraduate student at the Theoretical Physics Department of Kazan University, in 1974 year defended his Candidate Thesis (which is equivalent to PhD thesis) and begun to work as an assistant on the department of Theoretical Physics. This PhD thesis was devoted to consideration of kinetics of paramagnets at low temperatures. Since 1978 year he worked as a senior lecturer (Associate Professor) in the same department, proved himself as a good lecturer and read all traditional subjects of the theoretical physics: theoretical and quantum mechanics, thermodynamics and statistical physics, etc.
In 1981 year Raoul Nigmatullin participated in competition for visiting as a probationer to the Great Britain. In the period Sept. 1982-July 1983, he worked there as a postdoctoral assistant in the laboratory of physics of dielectrics (former Chelsea-college of London University) under the leadership of Prof. A.K. Jonscher who was the well-known specialist in physics of dielectrics. Then, in 1990 he was invited again for 3 months in the King's college (London University) to continue his investigations in dielectric relaxation phenomena in the laboratory of Prof. Robert M. Hill. During Nov. 1991-Jan. 1992 he was invited by Dr. Alain Le Mehaute (Alcatel Alsthom Resherche, later ISMANS) in France to work in the area of fractal physics. May be as a result of that collaboration, it appeared the book: -A. Le Mehaute, R.R. Nigmatullin, L. Nivanen, "Flèches du temps et géométrie fractale", Hermes, Paris (2nd Ed., 1998).
In 1992 year Raoul Nigmatullin defended his doctorate thesis and obtained the full Doctorate degree (Dr. He has also more than 100 papers in journals and proceedings of international conferences, several of which are among the top most downloaded from the sites of prestigious publishers. His Hirsh indices are h = 18 in Google Scholar, and h = 13 according to Scopus and Web of Science databases.
In the recent years, Prof. Stepan Tersian extended his interests and studies also to differential and difference equations of fractional order, and started actively to collaborate with our journal "Fract. Prof. Tersian is deeply involved in taking care for talented students, their preparation for competitions and olympiads, advised 5 M.Sc. and 3 PhD students.
Among his hobbies, are funny stories and pics related to Maths; taking photos, treating them by geometrical tools and arranging galleries of them. More on his scientific and other activities can be seen at:
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=JSOIM YAAAAJ&hl=en; https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stepan Tersian; https://imaginary.org/users/stepan-tersian.
On behalf of the FCAA Editorial Board, and on my personal behalf (as his classmate in the secondary school, taking part in the same mathematical olympiads), I would like to wish Stepan and his family health, continuous energy and new interesting results and useful collaborations in science and education.
